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whites who were "not tainted with treason."
Bishops and clergymen charged with this work
carried it on vigorously for a few years in close
connection with political reconstruction.

The activities of the Northern Methodists stimu-
lated the Southern Methodists to a quick reorgan-
ization. The surviving bishops met in August,
1865, and bound together their shaken church.
In reply to suggestions of reunion they asserted
that the Northern Methodists had become "in-
curably radical," were too much involved in poli-
tics, and, further, that they had, without right,
seized and were still holding Southern church
buildings. They objected also to the way the
Northern church referred to the Southerners as
"schismatics'* and to the Southern church as one
built on slavery and therefore, now that slav-
ery was gone, to be reconstructed. The bishops
warned their people against the missionary efforts
of the Northern brethren and against the attempts
to "disintegrate and absorb" Methodism in the
South. Within five years after the war the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, South, was greatly in-
creased in numbers by the accession of conferences
in Maryland, Kentucky, Virginia, Missouri, and
even from above the Ohio, while the Northern